Plundeing the economy
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Computer piracy is a problem which is unlikely to disappear any time soon
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The more things change in Poland,
the more they stay the same.

It’s no longer common to visit
markets in central Warsaw and
see tables full of pirated music,
films and software, and yet peer-
to-peer networks have sprung up
in their place. So the battleground
has shifted in the fight against
piracy, but is Poland winning the
war? The experts are optimistic,
but a recent legislative defeat in
the European Parliament hasn’t
helped matters 8-9
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Software Piracy Study”
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age which would have imposed
strict penalties on P2P service
administrators and allowed
ISPs to temporarily disconnect
file-sharers from the internet.

Given the demise of the
Stadion and its ilk in recent
years, the internet seems to be
the last bastion of Poland’s
would-be pirates. Tighter con-
trols and stricter penalties on
everyday P2P users would go a
long way towards putting an
end to the problem. g






